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1 INTRODUCTION

11  Site Location and Proposals _. - A N N/, Y -

111 This Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) has been prepared
by Davies Landscape Architects Ltd (DLA) on behalf of Dunmoore Group.
The site has been subject to previous applications for a residential
development on land off Wilcot Road, Pewsey, and these will be considered
further in section 2. The proposal is for 27 residential dwellings with access
off Wilcot Road and all other matters reserved. The local planning authority
is Wiltshire Council (‘the Council’). An illustrative masterplan based on the

findings of the LVla and other tecnhcail studies is shown on Figure 17.

11.2 The site is located on the western edge of Pewsey, a large village and
civil parish at the centre of the Vale of Pewsey in Wiltshire, approximately
14.5km miles south west of Marlborough. It is intersected via the A345

which runs between Marlborough and Amesbury (22km south of Pewsey).

113 The Ordnance Survey grid reference is SU 15454 60358, and the site

extents are shown on Figure 01.
114 The site lies within the North Wessex Downs National Landscape (NWDNL).

115 There is currently no public access into the site. The field to the north is

used by Pewsey Rugby Football Club and is private.

1.2 Purpose

1.21 The structure of the report is set out as follows:
Introduction

e A summary as to the purpose of the document, identification of the site

location and study area, and a brief outline of the proposals.

e A description of the methodology and techniques applied throughout the

assessment along with other technical resources used within the assessment.

e An overview of the relevant landscape policies and guidance, and their

bearing on the proposals.

Landscape Analysis

e |dentification of Statutory and Non Statutory Assets within the study area.

Figure 01- Site Location
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e Summary of main access routes and site context.

. Evaluation of relevant factors that contribute to landscape character and
how the site and its surroundings contribute/reflect the key characteristics

including:
—  Topography, Hydrology and Geology;
—  Land-use and Features;
—  Site Features; and
—  Historical, Cultural and Settlement Pattern.
Visual and Perceptual Analysis

e Analysis of the site and its contribution towards the visual and perceptual
qualities of the LCA.

. Identification of key visual receptors, a description of the views and

experiences from these, and an assessment of their visual sensitivity.
Landscape Susceptibility, Value and Sensitivity

. An assessment of the overall landscape value of the site, consideration of

initial factors pertaining to susceptibility and landscape sensitivity.
Design Responses
. A summary of the relevant site considerations to inform the proposals.
. Design Strategies and objectives.

Potential Landscape and Visual Effects

1.3 Methodology

1.3 The methodology and criteria are set out within Appendix A. The assessment
has been undertaken by fully qualified, trained and experienced landscape
professionals using techniques and best practice guidance in accordance

with the following guidelines:

. ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ - Landscape
Institute & the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013
(Third edition).

e Assessing landscape value outside national designations - Landscape Institute
Advice Note TGN 02-21.

. An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment - Natural England October
2014.

e  Visual Representation of Development Proposals — Landscape Institute
Technical Guidance Note 06/19.

Photographic Material

1.3.2  Photographs have been taken from within and around the site to
demonstrate landscape features, the surrounding context and possible

view receptors. These fall into three types:
Representative Viewpoints (RVP)

1.3.3  Chosen to provide a representation of the potential views from different

types of receptors where significant effects are likely to differ.
Specific Viewpoints (SVP)

1.3.4  Viewpoints identified on OS mapping, within Conservation Area appraisals,

Neighbourhood Plans or local policy.
lllustrative Viewpoints (IVP)

1.3.5  These have been included to illustrate a particular effect or issue that
impacts upon the views or character, although not necessarily a viewpoint.
This includes photographs which look out of the site towards potential

visual receptors.
Other Technical Sources

1.3.6  The following technical reports have been produced and used to inform

this LVIA and design strategies:
e Arboricultural Assessment - Tim Pursey (February 2025);

. Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Biodiversity Net Gain Design Stage

Report - All Ecology (February 2025).
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INTRODUCTION

14

141

14.2

Study Area

The study area has been determined through a combination of desktop
study, contour maps, sectional analysis and subsequent field surveys. It
identifies the extent upon which the proposals have the potential to affect,
either directly or indirectly, the landscape character or visual amenity of

the area.

The study area Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been run with a
transmitter set at 9m on the highest point of the site to allow for a maximum
2 storey building height parameter. Woodland and existing development
within the GIS mapping study area has been set at heights of 10m and
8m, respectively, and their locations checked against aerial mapping and

during site visits.

Refined Study Area

14.3

14.4

PAGE 3

The initial ZTV study area identified potential views from within the area
shown on Figure 02. Following the site visit, this was adjusted to reflect
the screening potential of intervening vegetation and local topography as
a refined visual envelope which takes into account how these elements
further limit views towards the site. This is discussed further in Section 4:

Views and Perceptual Analysis.

The consideration of potential changes to both the baseline visual
and perceptual qualities and landscape character as part of any future
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be based on this refined

area.

Figure 02 - Initial ZTV Study Area







2 OVERVIEW

21 Landscape Planning Background

211 This section has been structured to provide an overview of national,
regional and local landscape policy considered relevant to the location and
nature of the proposed development. These will be taken forward as part

of the site considerations and will influence the design strategies.

212 Table 01sets out the relevant policies alongside a summary of the landscape
responses and actions to be considered as part of the development

strategy.
213 Therelevant Local plan resources are as follows:

e  Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015 - 2026) Development Plan Document Adopted
January 2015;

. Kennet District Local Plan 2011 — Saved Policies; and
. Pewsey Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 2006 — 2026.

214 The Wiltshire Local Plan Review Pre-Submission Draft Regulation 19 Version

(September 2023) is at examination stage.

215  The site also lies within the North Wessex Downs National Landscape
(NWDNL, formerly AONB) and reference has been made to the associated
policies and objectives from the North Wessex Downs National Landscape
Management Plan 2019-2024 (document life extended by NWDNL until late
circa 2025).

216 Relevant extracts from the Local Plan and National Landscape Management
Plan are available in Appendix B to the rear of this document. Figure 03

illustrates the relevant landscape planning background.

217  The following local plan and NWDNL resources are also considered

pertinent:

e Pewsey Village Design Statement SPG adopted in November 2002 by KDC

(Kennet District Council);
. Kennet Landscape Conservation Strategy SPG (KDC, May 2005); and

. Wiltshire Core Strategy - Topic Paper 5: Natural Environment; Topic Paper 11:

Green Infrastructure.
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Table 01- Relevant Landscape Policy

RELEVANT POLICY

LANDSCAPE EMPHASIS AND DESIGN RESPONSES

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

(NPPF) DECEMBER 2024

8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe
Communities

Landscape and visual elements that are considered important when creating healthy and inclusive communities are;

. Positive planning for social interaction through easy accessibility, open space, use of shared spaces and community facilities;

. Promote healthy lifestyles, social and cultural well being;

. Safe and accessible environments, including clear and legible pedestrian routes and high quality public space which encourage the active and continual use of public spaces; and
. Access to high quality open space and opportunities for sport and recreation.

12 - Achieving Well - Designed and
Beautiful Places

Paragraph 135 outlines the importance of good architecture, layout and landscaping in creating visually attractive design. Layouts should positively respond and improve the local character and history of the built environment and landscape. The
overriding policy sets out the need to establish a strong sense of place, through good urban design, creating places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health and well-being, with a high standard of amenity for existing
and future users.

Paragraph 136 sets out the importance of trees within design to create character, quality urban environments and mitigate climate change. Layouts should ensure new streets are tree lined and include opportunities for additional trees within
areas such as parks and communities orchards. Existing trees should be retained where possible.

15 - Conserving And Enhancing The
Natural Environment

The policy reflects the requirement to contribute to and enhance the local and natural environment. ‘Valued’ landscapes and those with biodiversity and geological value should be protected and enhanced, and decisions should be compliant in
enhancing the intrinsic positive features that contribute to both the landscape character, natural capital and ecosystems services. Para 037 of the Natural Environment Planning Practice Guidance (NE PPG) identifies LCAs as an important tool within

this process. NPPF Para 185 and NE PPG paras 005 & 006 reiterate the importance of Green Infrastructure on ecosystems services and landscape character.

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY

Core Policy 18: Pewsey Area Strategy

Identifies Pewsey as a local service centre.

Policy 50: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

There is an expectation that features of nature conservation and geological value shall be retained, buffered, and managed favourably in order to maintain their ecological value, connectivity and functionality in the long-term.

Biodiversity Net Gain and Gl landscape/strategy addresses this requirement.

Policy 51: Landscape

Proposals will need to be informed by published Landscape Character Assessments and demonstrate that the following aspects of landscape character have been conserved and where possible enhanced through sensitive design, landscape
mitigation and enhancement measures: i. The locally distinctive pattern and species composition of natural features such as trees, hedgerows, woodland, field boundaries, watercourses and waterbodies; ii. The locally distinctive character of
settlements and their landscape settings; iii. The separate identity of settlements and the transition between man-made and natural landscapes at the urban fringe; iv. Visually sensitive skylines, soils, geological and topographical features; v.
Landscape features of cultural, historic and heritage value; vi. Important views and visual amenity; vii. Tranquillity and the need to protect against intrusion from light pollution, noise, and motion; viii. Landscape functions including places to live,

work, relax and recreate; ix. Special qualities of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and the New Forest National Park, where great weight will be afforded to conserving and enhancing landscapes and scenic beauty.

Proposals have evolved in consideration of published landscape character background, and the considerations noted above and the findings of the LVIA which does not consider the proposed development to be inappropriate in terms of the
landscape character of the Vale of Pewsey or in terms of visual amenity, and changes on the site itself would remain well contained within the village edge and would not ripple out to the high quality wider landscapes of the vale.

Policy 52: Green infrastructure

inc Open Space

Development shall make provision for the retention and enhancement of Wiltshire’s green infrastructure network, and shall ensure that suitable links to the network are provided and maintained.
The proposals include notable addition of hedgerow and tree planting structure which would extend the existing network, and a pedestrian link to Woodborough Road.

OPEN SPACE - Developers will be required to make provision for accessible open spaces in accordance with the requirements of the adopted Wiltshire Open Space Standards. The Wiltshire Open Space Assessment Update (2020) at table 42 - see
Appendix B, indicates the site only reaches one of the rural typology thresholds - Recreation Space - which at a standard of 2ha per 1,000 people equates to 20m per person. The document indicates an average standard of 2.3 per persons per

dwelling which equates to 62.1 persons. Therefore the requirement is for 0.124ha Recreation Space The illustrative layout indicates the landscape led scheme for the site would exceed that requirement.

Policy 57: Ensuring high quality design
and place shaping

Development is expected to create a strong sense of place through drawing on the local context and being complementary to the locality. Applications for new development must be accompanied by appropriate information to demonstrate how
the proposal will make a positive contribution to the character of Wiltshire.

As demonstrated within the DAS the development reflects the context of the adjacent village and its location on the transitional edge of the rural landscape, proving an opportunity to strengthen the village edge in this location.

Kennet District Local Plan 2011 Saved
Policy NR7: Protection of the Landscape

Protecting the distinctive landscape character of the district, supported by a landscape character assessment.
The LVIA considers both the published LCA guidance and site survey to ensure the proposals reflect local character.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PP

Pewsey NDP 2006 — 2026 | Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015 - 2026) Adopted January 2015 & Saved Policies

Theme 3: Policy 5 - The Natural
Environment

Development should seek to maintain and enhance wildlife habitat through suitable landscaping and green infrastructure. Proposals for enhancement of landscape and nature, by incorporating features at the design stage, will be considered
favourably.

Proposed BNG and SUDS, and tree and hedgerow planting would support this policy.
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North Wessex Downs AONB Management Plan 2019 - 24

21.8  The special qualities, key issues and strategies outlined within the plan

reflect those identified within the NWDNL/AONB LCA.

219 In addition, the Management Plan further promotes policies that will ensure
that all development within the NWDNL/ AONB conserves and enhances
the character, qualities, patterns and heritage of the North Wessex Downs

landscape and its historic settlements?.

2110  New development, where acceptable, must illustrate high quality design,
comprehensive landscaping and traditional building styles that respect its

setting and context.

2111 Development should avoid and reduce light pollution of the darks skies

within the Downs.

2112 ‘Green Infrastructure’ (including new or enhanced biodiversity assets) must

be incorporated within developments.
2113 Kennet Landscape Conservation Strategy: Vale of Pewsey

2114 The strategy identifies similar characteristics to other studies and SPGs

listed in this section.

2115 Whilst there are similarities between the local context and that which is
described in the strategy, characteristic elements that relate directly to the
site include the more complete hedgerow structure in the centre of Pewsey
Vale in comparison with the large hedgeless fields of the surrounding scarp

slopes (most apparent to the south).

2116 No less than thirty settlements lie within this landscape character area.
The villages hamlets and farms surrounding Pewsey are of the largest
concentration in the district. (This is reflected to a certain extent in the
presence of farm buildings to the west of the site and clusters of housing

situated along the sites boundary).
Key Recommendations

. Retain, maintain, repair, trees and hedgerows. Replanting and widespread

extension of the hedgerow network.

. Establish a strong landscape structure to absorb existing or new development

on the fringes of urban areas and settlements.

1 Summarised from 11. KeyIssues, Objectives and Policies (11.1 Landscape, 11.4 Historic

Environment and 11.6 Development).
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. Encourage less intensive management of playing fields and recreation

grounds to provide diversity and improve ecological / landscape value.
Pewsey Neighbourhood Development Plan

2117 The village itself reflects local architectural and historic character, which

contribute to the creation of a unique sense of place and identity.

2118  Pewsey village has a mixed architecture containing many listed buildings

and buildings of special local interest.

2119  Thevillage has a number of green areas used for both sport and recreation.
The Map 5 identifies a series of valued green areas and sporting facilities
which whilst providing sporting facilities also as habitat for wildlife.
These areas are also described as making important contributions to
the landscape and townscape as well as the rural character of Pewsey.
The existing rugby and football pitches are not identified within this map,
however, as existing facilities they have a significant influence on the

setting of the village from Wilcot Road.
Key Recommendations

. Maintain and enhance all green areas and sporting facilities; Policy 5 - The
Natural Environment includes the possible enhancement of wildlife habitat

within these areas through landscaping and green infrastructure;

. Any development should complement the character and heritage of the AONB

(NWDNL), local landscape, village and surrounding area; and

. Maintain and enhance wildlife habitat through suitable landscaping and green

infrastructure.
Pewsey Village Design Statement

21.20 Thereis a tradition within the village of development “adapting to change*

through the ages resulting in a varied legacy of building styles.

2121 The statement described Pewsey as an attractive settlement with buildings

of similar height and no prominent eyesores.
21.22  KeylIssues are noted as:
. Impact of new buildings on the environment; and

. Impact of new development on vehicular intrusion and car parking (many

houses have no off-road parking).

Key Recommendations

The design statement requires that no development is to be built outside the
village boundary (favouring brownfield sites) and that its rural atmosphere
should be preserved. It is considered, however that the sites character is not
of a deeply rural nature but of a transitional landscape between the atypical
rural fields surrounding Pewsey and the built form of the village which borders
its eastern boundary. Elements of both character types can be found within

the site as described further in Section 3.

The built development has been located along the eastern boundary reflecting
the adjacent housing to provide the impression of harmonious and organic
growth and provide an opportunity to interpolate appropriate place making

details and setting to the current moderate quality approach and setting.

Proposals should provide pedestrian improvements and traffic calming
measures along Wilcot Road. Careful thought and design can reduce or
mitigate any potential impacts on the character and quality of this section of

the village approach.

Development must have good permeability and pedestrian and cycle access.
As described above this will be designed to reflect a suitable village edge

character.

The design process and layout will be led by the findings of the LVIA and
other surveys to ensure the impacts upon existing views and receptors are
considered and designed out as part of the process. Mitigation for any

outstanding potential effects will form part of the landscape strategy.

New development should contribute to the diversity / individuality of the built
environment. Their style and density should reflect the function form and
character of the neighbourhood with careful attention to landscaping, mass,

scale, appropriate use of design details.

Proposals should have a strong emphasis on Gl and native tree planting. This
will form an important part of the proposed layout to provide both setting and

an increased biodiversity and recreation value to the site.



Table 01- Relevant Landscape Policy

RELEVANT POLICY

LANDSCAPE EMPHASIS AND DESIGN RESPONSES

NWDNL PLANNING POLICY

North Wessex Downs National Landscape Management Plan 2019-2024

Landscape Policies

LA 02- Seek to identify and address the main factors that threaten the special qualities of the AONB landscape, e.g. water abstraction, agricultural practices including diffuse pollution of watercourses, lack of woodland management, damage to

historic sites, and built development.

LAQ3- Use the North Wessex Downs Integrated Landscape Character Assessment to inform policy and decision making across the AONB and its setting.

LAO4- Support and promote good practice across all sectors that conserves and enhances the character and qualities of the North Wessex Downs landscape.

LAO5- Support and encourage efforts to conserve and explain the rich heritage of the North Wessex Downs, including archaeological sites.

LAO6- Ensure that all development in or affecting the setting of the AONB conserves and enhances the character, qualities and heritage of the North Wessex Downs landscape.

LVIA consider the Special Qualities and key characteristics of the Vale of Pewsey LCA.

Biodiversity policies

B04- Support and encourage work to conserve and enhance the biodiversity of the North Wessex Downs through support for landscape-scale projects for habitat management, restoration and creation, particularly where they deliver identified
priorities within areas identified as offering the best opportunities for investment in biodiversity, including through management of existing wildlife sites and valuable habitat to the highest standards.

BO5- Support land managers in restoring, creating and maintaining habitats for key species, including threatened arable plants, invertebrates and farmland birds.
B12- Encourage and support efforts to identify the extent of spread and damage caused by invasive non-native species, to eradicate or contain their spread, and to restore habitats and wildlife populations damaged by them.
B16- Support and encourage implementation measures to deliver net gain to nature to minimise the effects of development and to address key issues affecting biodiversity resources in the AONB and its setting.

Proposed BNG provision and Gl/Landscape Strategy addresses.

Natural Resources policies

NR10- Promote Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and natural flood management initiatives to maximise benefits, for example through restoration of traditional water meadow systems or shallow winter flooding in the floodplain to benefit
people and wildlife.

NR12- Seek to develop a better understanding of the likely implications of climate change on the environment and economy of the North Wessex Downs.
NR17- Promote carbon sequestration as an objective and benefit of habitat creation and management of woodland and permanent grassland.

SUDS have been included in the proposed development.

Development policies

DEO1- Encourage all proposals for new development, redevelopment and re-use to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the North Wessex Downs. Oppose forms of development that fail to conserve and enhance the character and quality
of the AONB and its setting and to make reference to the AONB’s published guidance.

DEO2- Encourage high standards of design, comprehensive landscaping where required, traditional building styles, energy conservation and innovation that respect historic settlement patterns and the distinctive character of the North Wessex

Downs.

DEO5- Encourage the consideration of landscape, including historic landscape, impacts at the earliest opportunity in the planning process through preparation of Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Landscape and Visual Appraisal and
Environmental Impact Assessment reports as appropriate to the location.

DEO06- Encourage, support and promote the expansion of ‘net gain’ principles developed for biodiversity, to apply to wider natural capital assets, including in particular to landscape and natural beauty.
DEO8- Avoid and reduce light pollution, including control of lighting schemes or other developments that threaten the integrity of dark night skies over the North Wessex Downs.
DEO09- Encourage, support and promote good practice in the design and management of roads in the AONB and its setting that conserves and enhances the character of the landscape and settlements.

DE12- Encourage the retention of existing and provision of new ‘Green Infrastructure’. Ensure that Green Infrastructure (including new or enhanced biodiversity assets) is incorporated within the area of all ‘major developments’, both within and
in the setting of the AONB.

These policies generally reflect those included in the Local Plans. In addition, it is noted that emphasis is placed on road design and its implications for setting and lighting. A number of stargazing sites have been identified in the NWDNL/AONB,
however none are proximate to the site, which lies adjacent to dwellings and lit football/rugby pitches on the edge of the village. Guidance for lighting is provided by the NWDNL on their website: “Use lights only when and where needed; Use only
as much light as needed; Consider the colour temperature of lights; Shine lights down, not up.”
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2.2 Site Planning History

2.21

The site has been subject to a previous application for 50 dwellings and
for 30 dwellings, The 50 dwelling application (20/06557/0UT) was refused,
and the 30 dwelling application (PL/2021/06554) was not determined within
the prescribed period. The subsequent Appeal combined both applications
which are referred to as Appeal A (Ref: APP/Y3940/W/21/3283427) and
Appeal B (Ref: APP/Y3940/W/21/3286726) respectively. The Decision was
dated 7th March 2022 and records that Appeal A is dismissed, and Appeal

B for 30 dwellings records:

“The appeal is dismissed and planning permission for an outline planning
application for up to 30 no. dwellings, with all matters apart from access

reserved for future consideration, is refused.”

There is a detailed consideration of landscape and visual matters, and the

following conclusions on character and appearance are noted:

“29. In conclusion the proposals would have detrimental effects on the
character and appearance of the area, including the landscape character
of the AONB. As a result there would be conflict with Core Policy 51 of
the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS) as the developments would not protect
or conserve landscape character and have not demonstrated that they
have taken account of the objectives, policies, and actions of the AONB
Management Plan. Core Policy 51 could, in my view, be complied with if
the level of landscape harm was very limited and sensitive design and
landscaping mitigation lead to overall conservation of the landscape.
However, that is not the case with these proposals which, when considered
in the round, would have a significantly harmful impact on landscape
character, notwithstanding the mitigation and the largely localised adverse

effects.”

Figure 04 - Previous Application PL/2021/06554 Landscape Masterplan (initial submission from planning portal)
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3 SITE CONTEXT

3.21

31

3.2

This section considers the site in its wider context, local characteristics and

the features of the site itself.

Wider Context

The site is located alongside the north western edge of the village, with
rugby and football fields adjacent to the north. The site is part of an area
occupied by horsiculture paddocks, along with a small number of dwellings

and other built form alongside.

Access

Roads and Public Transport

3.21

322

The site context in relation to access is shown on Figure 05.

The main access through the area is via the A345 which cuts through the

centre of Pewsey and runs from Marlborough to Salisbury.
Vehicular access to the site is available via Wilcot Road.

Woodborough Road runs parallel with the southern boundary of the site and

is a designated “Quiet Lane”.

There is an access track to One Oak and a stable block to the south west of

the site, off Woodborough Road.

The nearest bus stop is located on Vale Road (220m east of the site
boundary) and runs service 95 to Marlborough, 618 to Aughton and X5 to

Swindon.

The nearest train station is Pewsey Train Station (approximately Tkm from
the site) which provides access to London Paddington via the London and

South West Line.

Public Rights of Way and other Pedestrian Access

3.2.8

329
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For the purposes of this assessment only PROW that would have potential
views of the site have been described. Reference numbers have been
extrapolated from the Wiltshire online PRoW map, as illustrated on Figure
06.

There are several PROW routes which have potential views towards the site:

Figure 05 - Site Context
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3.210  Sustrans Route 4 runs along Woodborough Road and forms part of the

Kennet and Avon Cycle Route from Bath to Reading (135 km).
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3.3 Designations/Known Assets
Landscape

3.31  Thesite, village and surrounding area lies within the North Wessex Downs

National Landscape.

A «’;‘, it :\::If

3.3.2  There are 2 oak trees (T13 & 14 within the arb survey) covered by Tree / i :
/' Holly Lodge ¢

Preservation Order (TPO/2025/00001) within the eastern hedgerow
boundary along Wilcot Road.

3.3.3  The site does not contain any other national, regional or locally designated

landscape area or features.
Heritage

3.34  There are no known physical, visual, historical or cultural links with any

designated historic assets.

3.3.5  There are Grade Il Listed Buildings which lie to the south east of the site,

however, there is no visual inter-relationship with these assets.
Ecology

3.3.6  The site does not lie within or adjacent to any designated, protected or

significant ecological or habitat assets.

3.37  TheEcological Baseline Habitat Plan notes that hedgerows and trees on the
north eastern and north western boundaries, and the southern boundary

are species-rich.

3.3.8  The nearest designated habitat is 445m to the north of the site (County
Wildlife Site which includes the Kennet and Avon Canal).

3.4 Landscape Character

341 Landscape character is defined as the distinct pattern, or combination

of elements, that occur consistently in a particular landscape to make it

m\
| e

Figure 07 - Designations and Policies

different and unique from one place to another. It is how we perceive the

interaction between a number of aspects recognised as the earth sciences,
historical and cultural influences, biodiversity, visual and sensory qualities,

which all combine to create local distinctiveness and a sense of place.

PAGE 13

Site Boundary

| Morth Wessex Downs National

Tri? Existing Outdoor
| Recreation

A | UoedBuitdings

Landscape (NWEONL)
1 Cpl Settlement [l:l Te20 Protection of
Framewark (WCS) Allotments (KBLF

Lpé&7 Flood Risk Zone

D Conservation Areas
2or 3 {(WCS)

e HN10 Area of Minimum & . e
—. Change (KDLP] | - | Tres Preservation Orders

B ricviy Habitat



3.4.2  The site lies within NCA 116 Berkshire and Marlborough Downs on the
western limit of the London Basin, forming part of a much larger deposit
of uplifted Chalk extending from East Anglia to Dorset and to the South
Downs. This is a broad-brush character assessment across a wide area, and
has been refined as part of the NWDNL Landscape Character Assessment,
providing a more locally relevant assessment of the key qualities that

contribute to the character.

Table 02 - Landscape Character Assessments Key Characteristics

3.4.3  The landscape within the site and its surroundings falls within the NWDNL's
Integrated Landscape Character Assessment 2002 - Landscape Character
Area (LCA) 6A: Vale of Pewsey. A summary of the key characteristics is
presented in Table 02, with a more detailed analysis of their representation

in the colour coded pages that follow.

NCA PROFILE - NCA 116 BERKSHIRE AND MARLBOROUGH DOWNS

DISTRICT LCA - NORTH WESSEX DOWNS AONB (LCA) INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE
CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 2002 - Character Area 6A: Vale of Pewsey

SITE CONTRIBUTIONS

TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND HYDROLOGY

Uplifted mass of Chalk dipping south-east into the London Basin and edged by an extensive,
complex escarpment. Rolling hills of the dip slope defined by the River Kennet valley and its
tributaries, many of which are dry ‘combes’.

Chalk rivers, wet woodland, reedbed and wet grassland in the major chalk valleys, supported by
groundwater. River Lambourn displays exemplary chalk river ecology.

Upper Greensand forms the flat base of the Vale, with small areas of Gault Clay revealed on the

western edge. On the flanks of the Vale are a series of low undulating foothills of Lower Chalk

Broad low lying almost flat Vale - forming a vast, level open space contained and enclosed by the
dramatic stark escarpments of the chalk upland to either side

The prevailing vale landform provides the setting for the site and Pewsey. The contrast in terms of

topographical relief is much further away where the vale meets the flanking escarpments.

Broadly, the vale appears almost flat as a contrast to the sharply rising escarpment. Locally,
variations are recognisable in the form of shallow slopes which reflect the hydrological actions on
the underlying geology. The result is that the gently sloping land that underlies Pewsey is at grade
with the site.

LANDSCAPE FEATURES

Woodland and hedgerows concentrated on clay-with-flint soils of the lower dip slope where
Savernake Forest is the nucleus of ancient woodland. Isolated beech clumps and shelterbelts stand
out on the hills.

Mosaic of farmland habitats supports established populations of farmland birds, arable plants,
harvest mouse and brown hare.

Varied land cover, with pasture along tributaries and arable fields enclosed by hedgerows and
woodlands. The low undulating foothills are typically under cultivation with very open large scale
fields

A network of water channels weave across the flat Vale floor, lined by riparian vegetation with strips

of alder and willow

Hedgerows and woodland feature around field boundaries in the wider agricultural landscape and
alongside the River Avon to the north-east. There is no woodland within or adjacent to the site. The

land within the site is not arable or in agricultural management.

These are not features represented within the site or its inmediate context.

Small areas of species-rich chalk grassland scattered on the scarps and steep slopes of dry valleys
display colourful and rare plants such as early gentian.

These are not features represented within the site or its inmediate context.

The Salisbury Avon is an important chalk river. The river and its associated wetland habitats are a
candidate Special Area of Conservation (SAC);

These are not features represented within the site or its immediate context.

LAND USE AND FIELD PATTERNS

Huge arable fields managed in very large holdings stretch across the chalk soils of the uplands,
bounded by post-and-wire fencing and grass baulks. In the valleys and around Savernake,
agriculture is more mixed and boundaries are irregular and hedged, often with oak trees. Savenake
farmsteads are small scale.

A weak hedgerow structure through much of the area with few hedgerow trees and boundaries
replaced by fencing - opening up some long views

Intensive agricultural management has resulted in hedgerow loss In the wider agricultural
landscape, this is evident. Within the site, the northern and southern hedgerow boundaries are in
reasonable condition, but gappy in places. However, the eastern boundary is gappy, over-managed
native hedgerow and over-mature conifer hedgerow, which further weakens the hedgerow pattern..

Gallops and stables of large horse-racing establishments, with a nucleus in the Lambourn Valley.

These are not features represented within the site or its inmediate context.

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

Sarsen stones are prominent in prehistoric monuments, in historical buildings and in the countryside.

These are not features represented within the site or its inmediate context.

High density of monuments, many being prominent landmarks across the arable uplands including
stone circles, hill forts, barrows, chalk-cut horse figures and historic routeways. Avebury World
Heritage Site is internationally significant.

These are not features represented within the site or its immediate context.

Historic continuity in settlements with Pewsey being Saxon in origin, Wootton Rivers once being the
centre of a Saxon royal estate, and villages such as Coate and All Cannings on a typical medieval
layout

There is no intervisibility with the historic core of Pewsey and there are no listed buildings within /
immediately adjacent to the site.
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Table 02 - Landscape Character Assessments Key Characteristics Continued

NCA PROFILE - NCA 116 BERKSHIRE AND MARLBOROUGH DOWNS

DISTRICT LCA - NORTH WESSEX DOWNS AONB (LCA) INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE
CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 2002 - Character Area 6A: Vale of Pewsey

SITE CONTRIBUTIONS

SETTLEMENT, ROAD PATTERNS AND ACCESS

Traditional building materials include thatch, red brick, flint and sarsens.

Built form includes soft red brick and flint, often used in decorative styles, limestone, sarsen, cob and

timber frame, with roofs of straw thatch or clay tile.

A bungalow within the site does not reflect local vernacular. Some older buildings further in the
vicinity feature straw thatch, red brick and clay tiles. However the majority of development is a
modern interpretation of historic vernacular, predominantly reflected by the red brick with inlay
details.

Settlement is sparse on the high Downs, offering experiences of tranquillity, dark skies and far-
reaching views. Villages cluster in valley bottoms and near springs, often associated with historical
mills, watercress beds and watermeadows, and farmsteads at low densities.

The location of Pewsey village is consistent with this, however, none of these features are evident

in the vicinity of the site.

The Vale of Pewsey is a low-lying corridor of Upper Greensand enclosed by chalk escarpments.
Villages are densely scattered across high-grade agricultural land supporting mixed agriculture

Recreation focused on limited areas of open access land, well-known heritage features including
Avebury and historic routeways, including the Ridgeway National Trail and Kennet and Avon Canal.
Private fishing interests dominate access to chalk streams.

The Kennet and Avon Canal, with its traditional structures including bridges and locks, and the
Crofton Pumping Station, plus a diverse range of recreational opportunities

These are not features represented within the site or its immediate context.

Densely settled with a great variety of settlement including the compact town of Pewsey on the River
Avon, numerous small villages and hamlets on the foothills of the downs, plus settlement along the

canal and the River Avon

There has been a continuity of settlement expansion along roads extended out from Pewsey,
including Wilcot Road.

Table 03 - NWD National Landscape Special Qualities

SPECIAL QUALITIES

CONTRIBUTION AT
SITE SPECIFIC LEVEL

NWD NATIONAL LANDSCAPE: MANAGEMENT PLAN 2023-2024

Open Downland extending from Roundway Down near Devizes to Lardon Chase overlooking the Thames at Streatley is dissected by dry valleys and long steep

scarps, with limited tree cover and a sense of remoteness and tranquillity.

Not Applicable

Downland with Woodland on the dip slope descending to Kennet Valley and south across the Hampshire Downs, offering softer contours, woodland cover and a mix
of field patterns.

Not Applicable

Centred on Savernake Forest and West Woods, the Wooded Plateau consists of extensive tracts of semi-natural ancient woodland, wood pasture with majestic
veteran trees, and 18th and 19th century Beech plantations, as well as more recent coniferous plantations

Not Applicable

At the northernmost tip of Salishury Plain, the open rolling landform of the High Chalk Plain creates a bleak, spacious landscape under arable production and devoid

of settlement, with long views and a strong sense of remoteness and isolation.

Not Applicable

The distinctive northern Downs Plain and Scarp plunges down from the chalk plain to the Vale of White Horse, creating a dramatic recognisable horizon.

There are distant glimpses
of the dramatic horizon
from some parts of the
site, viewed in the context
of existing rooftops and
vegetation nearby; small
contribution  which  will
need to be reflected in any
design

The Vales of Pewsey and sections of the Thames Valley floor adjoining the Chilterns AONB offer productive loamy and alluvial soils where springs issue from the chalk
and compact settlements contrast with scattered farmsteads.

Not Applicable

The River Valleys of the Kennet, Lambourn, Pang and Bourne form very distinct linear landscapes, characterised by a rich mix of grazed pastures, water meadows,
wetland and woodland. Steeply rising slopes create an intimate and enclosed character.

Not Applicable

The Lowland Mosaic, curving around Newbury and the lower Kennet Valley has a varied geology of clays, silts and sands giving rise to a diverse mix of soils and,
in turn, a mosaic of ancient semi-natural woodlands, plantations, remnant heathland and more open farmland areas where sunken lanes heighten the sense of

seclusion.

Not Applicable
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Contribution to Character Summary

3.44  The NWDNLUs Integrated Landscape Character Assessment is considered
to provide the most relevant and localised information, reflecting the
‘Special Qualities” and contribution of the site to the National Landscape
designation. However, due to the limited evidence of site features and
the site’s location with residential development on three sides, and some
poorly maintained vegetation, the site assessment identified that only a

few key LCA characteristics related to the site and its context.

3.45  Thesite is located within a well settled, rural landscape.

3.4.6  The site’s contribution to landscape character is considered to be
limited to its well vegetated northern, southern and small parts of the
eastern boundary. The gappy hedgerow and trees, although in need of
management and some gap filling, make a small positive contribution to

the wider vegetation pattern and soften perception of the village edge.

3.47  The site’s contribution to the landscape character is considered to be
modest, due to its land use in horsiculture, it reflects very few of the
key characteristics identified in the published landscape character

background.

3.4.8  Thekey positive characteristics represented on site relate to the vegetated

boundaries to the north, south and parts of the eastern which include




349

3.410

3.4M

mature trees and hedgerow, albeit hedgerow condition appears relatively
poor due to lack of management, and the eastern boundary includes non-
native conifer species in places. These features contribute to the wider well
vegetated landscape character around the settlement edges, providing

enclosure to the village.

As noted in Table 02, the site makes a limited contribution to the wider
landscape character due to its location on the periphery of the settlement,
and its surrounding vegetation which limits perception of the site from

further afield.

There is not considered to be any potential for limited intervisibility
between the site and other Landscape Character Areas given the relatively
small scale of the site, its context and the extent of the Vale of Pewsey

Character Area.

Overall, although the site itself demonstrates few of key characteristics,
the landscape nevertheless lies within the NWD National Landscape

designation and therefore LCABA is considered to have a high value.

Key Management Requirements for Character Area 6A Vale of Pewsey

3412

3413

3.414

Key Management Requirements are noted as follows:

“13.26. The overall management objective is to conserve and enhance the
rural, agricultural character of the Vale of Pewsey with its vast open spaces
enclosed by dramatic scarp slopes to either side. This includes the pattern
of hedgerows, streams and remnant waterside pastures, wet meadows
and woodlands and the traditional features associated with the Kennet and
Avon canal corridor. There are opportunities for creation of new riparian
woodlands, hedgerow planting and restoration of waterside pasture. The
area is particularly vulnerable to change with significant pressures for new
development. The objective should be to maintain the pattern of discrete

small villages set within a quiet rural landscape.”

The NWDNL Management Plan 2019-2024 notes a number of Special
Qualities which are considered to contribute to the unique character of the

National Landscape.

These are generic and relate to the wider experience and perceptions
and therefore the site and its current immediate setting are limited in its

contribution to these. Table 03 identifies which of the qualities have the

Site Boundary

Zen Sl e

12000 3 A1 Agricultural Land

MNon-Agricultural Land

Existing Site Trees

O

Gaood boundary hedgerow 1
| but with gaps to reinforce

previously sub-divided
the field

L S

-
5, {Histonc boundaries have

Moderate boundary, new and gappy
hedgerow & post and wire fence

Boundary weakened by conifer
hedge, access and hedgerow
gaps for curtilage boundaries

Praminent boundaries with mature
trees separating non-agricultural
land from agricultural land

Good boundary but
less prominent due to
having fewer hedgerow
trees and regularly trimmed

Very limited views in to
site from public routes

A
%,
- '.

s
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Figure 08 - Landscape Character Context

potential to be affected by change through the development of the site. 3416  Overall, the site is considered to make a very limited contribution to

o ) wider landscape character, at a local level only, being closely associated

3.415  Of the qualities listed, the proposed development would need to consider
) ) ) o ) with the edge of the settlement and influenced by adjacent suburban

the distant but dramatic horizon which is distantly glimpsed beyond nearby
) ) elements. It is well enclosed by vegetation from wider rural landscapes

rooftops and tree and hedgerows on the skyline at the village edge, and to
) ) . o ) and forms a very small component in the wider perception of views

ensure no unacceptable intrusion on tranquillity or light intrusion.

towards the village across the area.
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TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & HYDROLOGY

3.407

3418

The document also identifies key issues with the potential to have

significant influence on the National Landscape’s Special Qualities:

“a) The potential for development beyond the AONB boundary to
visually damage or undermine the scale and critical qualities of

landscape character areas.

b) Managing the Ridgeway National Trail and other rights of way to
maximise enjoyment by responsible users, protect wildlife and cultural

heritage, and minimise conflicts.

¢) The need to maintain and, where possible, extend chalk grassland

habitat.

d) The need to conserve and enhance the remoteness and expansive

open scale of the downland landscape.

e) The need for viable agriculture and forestry to continue to contribute

to AONB purposes.

f) Availability of sufficient resources for management and understanding

of archaeological sites.

g) The need to conserve and enhance the remote, secluded and
relatively undeveloped character of more enclosed and intimate

landscapes, including the character of the lanes.

h) The need for appropriate woodland management, including the

viable use of timber products, particularly for fuel.”

However, is considered that none of these is relevant to the site given

its location, current use and condition.

Design Considerations
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Ensure appropriate well vegetated setting to the village, reinforce gappy
hedgerows and tree groups.

Ensure appropriate landscape buffer to the wider agricultural landscape.

Development to integrate in consideration of the surrounding residential
dwellings.

Consider character of local lanes.

Consideration of special qualities, management policies and strategies
associated with the NWDNL.

3.5 Topography, Geology and Hydrology
Topography of the Wider Area

3.51 Pewsey Vale is a broad valley separating the chalk downland blocks of
Salisbury Plain to the south and Pewsey Downs to the north. A review
of terrain mapping shows that the dramatic topography associated with
the flanking chalk escarpments and the contrast with the adjoining vale
landscape is found at some distance from Pewsey and the site. Pewsey and

site lie wholly within the broadly flat vale.

3.5.2  Theridgeline 3.8km to the north of the site rises to 262m AOD. PRoW such
as the Tan Hill Way, White Horse National Trail and Mid Wilts Way run along
parts of the ridgeline. The southern valley slopes rise to approximately
207m AOD by around 2.9km to the south of the site. Shallower valleys fall

southward towards the site from the base of the slopes to the north.
Topography of the Site

3.5.3  The site lies just north west of the village on the gently undulating valley
floor in between Ford Brook and a land drain that runs from the Kennet
and Avon Canal to the River Avon to the south. Locally, the topography
underlying Pewsey features a variety of sloping landform, meaning that
existing settlement is already at grade with the site, as well as on lower

and higher ground.

3.5.4  Within the site, the gently sloping topography drops from 127m AOD in the
north-eastern portion to 126m in the south-west. This landform continues to
drop away not only to the south-west but also to the south and south-east

where other parts of the settlement are well established.

The northern extent of Wilcot Road is sunken below the level of the site with

steep banks rising to the site boundary (approximately 1m high in places).
Geology

3.5.6  The vale of Pewsey is bound by chalk hills to the north and south. Within
the vale its self the area is predominantly Upper Greensand. Agricultural
classification for the local land is Grade 1, although the site itself is not in

agricultural use.
Hydrology

3.5.7  The site orimmediate surroundings do not have any contextual or physical

Figure 09 - Topography

3538

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

links with the river networks and corridors that characterise parts of the

vale.

In relation to the site, the closest hydrological feature is Ford Brook 125m
to the north east. A land drain that runs from the Kennet and Avon Canal
to the Avon River lies 400m to the south west. The EA flood zones map
records the site within flood zone 1 which has a low probability of flooding
from rivers or the sea. A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) will be carried out

for the site.

Landscape Features

Figure 10 illustrates the current site features. The quality and value of these

are considered within ecological and arboricultural technical assessments.

The site consists of a pastoral field sub-divided into equine paddocks for

grazing, and the residential property of Picket Leze.

Outside of the residential curtilage the use of the land for horsiculture
has resulted in potential key landscape and biodiversity features being
restricted to its perimeter. Horsiculture and its associated stabling and

clutter are not considered to reflect the higher value of traditional rural/



364

3.6.5

3.6.6

367

3.6.8

36.9

3.6.10

pastoral landscapes.

Key character features that positively benefit wider character are restricted
to the southern boundary hedgerow and trees and the northern hedgerow
and tree belt between the site and the rugby grounds, along with trees and

hedgerow on Wilcot Road.

Wilcot Road vegetation consists of a mix of some native but also ornamental
species along residential curtilages which have varying degrees of
connectivity and management. Whilst these provide some privacy and
screening for the properties they are not considered high quality landscape

features of the rural, undeveloped landscape.

The following tree reference numbers have been interpolated from the Tim

Pursey Arboricultural Assessment (February 2025).

The northern boundary with the rugby field is defined by a mixed native
hedgerow (thorn, blackthorn, holly and elder with occasional ash). The
overall quality of the hedgerow is considered low and the condition gappy
but useful in providing a defensible boundary and habitat. The eastern
section of the hedgerow provides good visual screening between the two
fields, reaching 6-8m in height, whilst the remainder to the west provides a

2m high screen to the rugby ground with occasional maturing ash.

Part of the north eastern boundary with Wilcot Road is formed by a low
hedgebank and contains several Category A and B mature oaks (that
provide key and significant landscape features along the lane (T7, T,
T12, T13 and T14. The hedgebank has been partially planted with a native
hedgerow enhancing this feature and providing longevity to the semi-rural

aspect of the lane.

In direct comparison much of the south eastern boundary is open with
notably residential dense conifer hedgerow along Wilcot Road at various
heights and garden vegetation/bramble at points. A single mature
Category A Walnut (T9) is located amongst the conifers beond the site and
is of a similar scale and form to the oaks further north and considered a key

feature in the street scape.

The southern boundary is defined by a 1.5-2.5m high, native hedgerow
located on a low hedgebank (species rich hedgerow). This boundary forms
an important aspect of the rural character of the lane. The hedgerow is

also important in screening views into the paddocks.

Figure 10 - Site Features

[ @B | Exsting Trows
II Category & Trees
|i Category B Trees
I Category C Trees
II Category U Trees
B Hedgerows

Wm:.ammum

|__ | Paddock Fencing (1.2m High
L | Post& Rail | Post & Wire Fance)

i[ﬂ_' Existing Bulldings

| Harse Grazed Grass

PAGE 18

S3UNLYIH 3dVOSANYT



LANDSCAPE FEATURES

3.6M

3.612

3.613

3.614

3.615

3.6.16

37

Mature trees within the hedgerow are limited to a couple of mature

category B which form notable features along the lane (T1and T6).

The connectivity of this hedgerow is broken to the southwest by a linear
line of housing on the corner of the parcel (One Oak, South View and
Braemar). The residential curtilages are formed by well maintained

ornamental shrubs and fencing.

Photos A-H illustrate the site and its immediate context during summer

months.

Within the site and local context, key features are restricted to a
small group of trees to the southwest. Of these three are considered
high quality (Cat A and B) and notable features, mature 15-16m high
hornbeam, ash and beech. The group also contains some thorn
however the removal of these would benefit the maturing higher quality

trees.

The curtilages to residential properties are predominantly ornamental
but are useful in providing a defensible boundary and privacy to the

residents.

There are several ornamental trees within the residential boundary of
Stonnington and whilst these are not key features in terms of character
there are opportunities for the higher category mature trees to be

retained within the layout to provide scale.

Land use and Field Patterns

Land Use

371

372
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The rugby ground to the north, and football pitches to the north-east
of Wilcot Road form a distinct and defensible land use separation
between the site and the arable fields to the north. The erosion of
hedgerow connectivity to the south of Woodborough Road is a negative
characteristic that has reduced the contribution the hedgerow makes to

the character of the vale.

This swathe of land is not representative of the “arable fields enclosed
by hedgerows and woodland” in the Pewsey Vale NWDNL landscape.
Instead, this area, which includes the site, is distinctly non-agricultural.

Therefore, these hedgerows now separate the non-agricultural land

Photo B - Scrub vegetation to the rear of properties, forming the immediate setting to the west of the site

Photo C - Southeastern corner of the paddocks, illustrating invasive scrub and pocked, heavily grazed grass



Photo D - View looking towards the north-eastern boundary from within the site. Horsiculture is defined as a key issue for the NWDNL

Water Works : P Picket Leze 103 Wilcot Road

Photo E - View towards the paddock’s eastern boundary, with domestic and non-native vegetation within Picket Leze

; Manor Farm Cottages
NWDNL ridge Woodborough Road

Photo F - Near the centre of the paddocks, there are long views to ridgelines due to the absence of hedgerow trees. Further west, hedgerow trees provide enclosure to the paddocks

Braemar

South View

\ater works
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LAND USE & FIELD PATTERNS

103 Wilcot Road

101 Wilcot Road

Piccadilly Cottage

Photo G - Dwellings in southeastern corner of paddocks, prior to complete replacement of hedgerow with closeboard fence around Wilcot Road

Wilcot Road

Pemberton
House

Photo H - The rugby club with the floodlights and pitches that form the immediate setting to the north of the site.

373

374
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and settlement from the agricultural land.

Within the non-agricultural land, the hedgerow separating the site from
the rugby pitches to the north and the hedgerow along Woodborough
Road contains comparatively fewer hedgerow trees and have gaps where

reinforcement planting has not been provided.

The eastern boundary with Wilcot Road comprises in part, a narrow native
hedge with gaps, chainlink fence, over-mature conifer hedge and timber

closeboard fencing. Without a mature native hedgerow, the mature trees

along this boundary do not form as prominent a natural boundary feature

as those found between the agricultural and non-agricultural land.

Land Cover

375

376

Within the vale the topography has resulted in the escarpment slopes being
historically used for livestock, whilst the vale is predominantly intensive

arable farming with occasional pockets of pasture.

To the south of the village the intensive arable has resulted in the

Design Considerations

Building height parameters — respond to topography of site and wider

landscape.

Consideration of drainage, surface water runoff and relationship with

local watercourses.
Consideration of materials — permeable surfaces.

Retention and enhancement of all high/moderate value landscape
features as part of Green Infrastructure. Restore and enhance
connectivity between features, around the boundaries and across the

site.





























































































